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Student Entrepreneur National Competition
Application Form

Important Reminders:
The online application form cannot be saved and returned to later. Draft your answers in this Word document first, then copy them into the online form when you’re ready to submit.
 
Have your proof of enrollment, financials and any supporting documents ready before starting the online form to make the submission process smoother.

Eligibility Requirements
As a reminder, to be eligible to enter this competition, you must be:
· A full-time undergraduate and/or graduate student at a Canadian university or college for the current academic year. Students must be enrolled full time in at least two of three semesters between May 2025 and April 2026 to be eligible for the competition.
· A founder and have at least 25% ownership of the company with no other individual or group with greater ownership, and must be the individual primarily responsible for the business’ operation.
· Have not been a previous National Champion of this competition or competed in the Final Round of the Student Entrepreneur National Competition in the previous school year.

Proof of Enrollment Requirement
Please ensure your documentation clearly shows proof of enrollment in a Canadian post-secondary institution for at least two of the three semesters (e.g., Spring/Summer 2025, Fall 2025, Winter 2026). Many students in the past have only provided one semester, which does not meet eligibility requirements. 
 
You may need to request an official enrollment verification letter or similar documentation from your academic institution. This process can take a few days, so we recommend reaching out early to ensure you have the proper documentation ready before submitting your application.

A Note from Eric
I’ve been running the Student Entrepreneur Competition for the past three years and it is hands down one of my favourite parts of this role. You all inspire me every single year.

If you’d like an extra set of eyes on your application before you submit, I’d be more than happy to personally review it. You can email me at eric@enactus.ca and if it’s helpful, I’m also happy to set up a 30-minute call too.

- Eric

Applicant Information

	Full Name
	

	Academic Institution
	

	Company Name
	



About the Business
In four lines or less, describe your business. (Max. 300 characters. Approx. 50 words)
	







Financials
Financial information is an important quantifiable indicator of the success of a business. As such, you are asked to answer all questions below according to GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles). Please keep in mind that many of the students involved in this competition are in the early start-up phases of a business and do not have significant revenues, so simply supply the information for the time you have been in business.
	
	Current
year to date
	Most recent year-end
	Second most recent year-end

	Dates for fiscal year end 
(DD/MM/YYYY)
	
	
	

	Number of paid full-time employees
(Not including you)
	0
	0
	

	Number of paid part-time employees
(Not including you)
	0
	0
	

	Number of unpaid employees
(Not including you) 
	0
	0
	

	Operating Expenses
	$0
	$0
	$

	Sales Revenue
	$0
	$0
	$

	Other Revenue
(Grants, sponsorship, etc.)
	$0
	$0
	$

	Net Income
	$0
	$0
	$



*All financial information in Canadian dollars




Criterion #1: Entrepreneurial Spirit (10 POINTS)
In reference to Judging Criteria #1 outlined in the Student Entrepreneur Handbook, please discuss your entrepreneurial journey.
[Pointers: Why did you decide to launch a business? What obstacles did you face along the way and how did you overcome them?]
What judges see for Judging Criteria #1:
· How much perseverance and determination to succeed as an entrepreneur has the applicant demonstrated, while maintaining high ethical standards?
· How successful was the applicant in building an appropriate support system around them (partners, mentors, entrepreneurial groups or organizations, etc.), in order to fast-track their success?
· How well does the applicant understand the major risks that his/her business faces? How sound is their risk-mitigation plan?
Maximum 1500 characters (~250 words)
	







Criterion #2: Sound Business Model (10 POINTS)
In reference to Judging Criteria #2 outlined in the Student Entrepreneur Competition Handbook: In reference to Judging Criteria #2 outlined in the Student Entrepreneur Handbook, please discuss the viability of your business. 
 
[Pointers: What need does your business address? What is your business model? What is the market opportunity? (Ex. market size/value, growth characteristics, segmentation) What is the competitive landscape? (Ex. competitors, how is the problem currently being solved, what is your unique value proposition, how do you differentiate yourself?]

What judges see for Judging Criteria #2:
· How defined, sensible and realistic is this entrepreneur’s vision?
· How innovative and useful is this business? Does it address a real need/market gap?
· How sound is the business model? Is the business generating social and/or financial returns?
· How well does the entrepreneur understand the market, the competition, and the customers?
 
Maximum 1500 characters (~250 words)
	







Criterion #3: Traction (20 POINTS)
In reference to Judging Criteria #3 outlined in the Student Entrepreneur Handbook, please discuss how much momentum your business has achieved to date with supporting data to prove your progress.

What judges see for Judging Criteria #3: 
· How much momentum has this business achieved to date? What sort of supporting data does the entrepreneur have to prove progress?
· Traction can be backed by a variety of data, depending on the type of business, such as:
· Profitability
· Revenues
· Number of active / registered users
· Amount of engagement / traffic generated
· Partnerships / clients achieved

Note: This is worth 20 points! Make it count!
 
Maximum 1500 characters (~250 words)
	







Criterion #4: Scalability (10 POINTS)
In reference to Judging Criteria #4 outlined in the Student Entrepreneur Handbook, please discuss the scalability of your business.

[Pointers: Do you have plans to scale this up? How will you go about this expansion? If not, do you have an exit strategy in place?]

What judges see for Judging Criteria #4:
· How much potential to scale does this business have?
· How realistic and feasible is their growth strategy? Does it have a logical implementation plan?
· Alternately, how sound is their exit strategy?

Maximum 1500 characters (~250 words)
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